The United Methodist Church « Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
*Media Contacts: Diane Degnan- DDegnan@umcom.org, 615-742-5406
(office), 615-483-1765 (cell) or Stephen J. Hustedt- Steve@desertsw.org, 602-
266-6956 ext. 220 (office), 602-391-9914 (cell)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 15, 2009

STATEMENT BY BISHOPS OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
ON NEWS PRESIDENT OBAMA
WILL TAKE UP IMMIGRATION REFORM IN 2009

We join other religious leaders in thanking President Obama for placing immigration
reform on his political agenda for 2009. As United Methodists we believe that
immigration is a human rights issue that needs serious attention. We stand firmly in
believing that the inherent value of all immigrants means that all of their civil liberties
should be respected and maintained regardless of their legal status. We believe, however,
that our present immigration policies violate these basic rights.

We encourage President Obama to work for comprehensive immigration reform that
would...

e Provide a pathway to citizenship for immigrants;

e Reunify immigrant families that have been separated by immigration itself or due
to work place raids and ensuing indefinite detentions and deportations;

e Increase the number of visas for short-term workers to come into the United
States to work in a safe, legal, and orderly way;

e Extend legal protection to all workers who come to stay for a certain period of
time, as well as for those who stay permanently, including the right to bargain for
higher wages, to protest against poor working conditions, and to preserve their
human rights as workers, be they documented or undocumented;

e Eliminate privately-operated detention centers, which are not regulated by the
federal or state governments, and end all indiscriminate raids.

We stand ready to assist President Obama in this mighty work of comprehensive
immigration reform that would truly serve the common good.
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